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N ¢ The Cﬁzﬁ of Réseat"ch rmght
do little ‘more than stifle a yawn -

- before moving on:to something. -

more inviting. Perhaps-an ap'pro-'
prlate response for a-select few,
most of us would be makmg a blg
mlstake .
: ertten by three Umversuy of
. ‘Chicago faculty members. specifi-
cally forcollege students prepanng
_their first. research papers, The Cmﬁ

: 1th helpful hmts for‘:almost any— s
- one who puts words on paper It

“headings, so readers can either .
‘read it- stralght through or sunply
. examine the sections they need.
A detailed table of coritents and an”’
equally asefulindex gulde erters
ito specxﬁc mformauon
~.Qne of the book’s. many

: “The. Unuversnty of Chlcago i ‘

', scriptive chapter and subse on

strengths is its emphasis on the
notion that all of us need to con-
tinually think about the readers
we are trying to reach. That theme
is introduced early—in the pref-
ace —and the authors promise to
show writers “how to read your
own text as others will and thereby
know better where and how to re-
vise it.” Many of us undoubtedly
have a list of writers to whom we
would like 1o send a copy of this
chapter; it doesn’t take much to
make the leap from seeing how
the book could help college stu-
dents to understanding how it can
be used by writers of everything
from newsletters and annual re-
ports to longer nonfiction and fic-
tion works.

The authors suggest that “even
before you take the first step to-
ward a research paper you must
think about the kind of conversa-
tion you intend to have with your

’ readers, about the kind of rela-

tionship you want to create with
them, about the kind of relation-
ship that you hope they are willing
and able to have with you.”

Leading their own readers
through the process of conduct
ing 1esealch and then producing a
ﬁmshed manuscript, Booth,
Colomb, and Williams provide
anecdotes and a series of “Quick
Tip” sections in outline form to
help researchers complete their
task. Recalling some of their own
embarrassing moments in com-
piling research, the authors reas-
sure us:

[Don’t] feel that you are the only one
ever to make an-especially silly mis-
take. Booth still winces when he re-

~tmembers.the gradugte paper he turned

in on Shakespeare’s McBeth. And
Williams would prrefer to forget the re-
port he was supposed to give bul never
did because he could find no references
to his assigned topic, that great Nor-
wegian playwright Henry Gibson.

; ’Helpful reminders are abun-
.dant:-Show work in progress to.
trusted friends or colleagues while -

Hitis still-ini-draft form. Turn to ex-

pe1 t.reference materials and to ac--
~<Cessible-specialists, and don’t be
~afraid to ask for-assistance. “If you
féel-too shy or proud to ask [for
help] get over it,” the authorsad- -
vise“Talk to your hbranan Others’V
t all the time.”

: ’Warmngs are also issued to
those tiurning ‘to on-line sources:
“There are on-liné electronic edi-
“tions of Shakespeare 'so” sloppily
edlted that sing them would label -
you as mcompetent “the authors
_point-out in one-of their more
~chilling observations. :

- Craft « ends with useful hst of
‘reference sources for writers. Be--
gmmng with general-interest ref-
erence books such as The Cobumbia
Emyclopedm and Books in-Print, the

“authors go.on to offer nearly 20

- pages of special resources for ava-
riety of dlSClphnCS mc]udmg the
humanities (Benét’s Reader’s Ency-
clopedm), literary studies (The Johns
-Hoplkins: Guide:to thermy Theory.and
“Criticism), and-music (The New Grove
chtwn(ny of Music-and Musicians).

Returnmg tooneof their ngor ;
themes the authors conclude with
the torceful advice they SO consis-
tently reiterate throughout the
book:

We belicve that by understanding the
complementary process of reading and
writing, students can better plan and
conduct their research by anticipating
what they have to jmd think about,

and eventually write aboul. By under-
standing their own reading, they can as
writers better anticipate the expecta-
tions of their readers.

And maybe prevent them from
yawning.
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